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How the people 
of Enfi eld would 
approach the task 
of Greening the 
Hertford Road

A fi lm by 
Karen Lois Whiteread



the growing  
room
Enfield Council are 
currently working on 
environmental improvements 
to North Enfield. Beginning 
in February 2007 with the 
specific aim of creating a 
cleaner, greener Enfield 
contributing to an 
economically successful 
and socially inclusive 
borough. So far this has 
included a tree planting 
scheme, the commissioning 
of gateway signage, traffic 
calming schemes and mass 
bulb planting at gateways 
and verges. A review of 
the scheme in April 2008 
identified ‘The Greening 
of the Hertford Road’ and 
other gateway sites as a 
major new programme of 
work. 

Below aerial views of Painters  
Lane and Holmesdale Tunnel.

The Greening of the 
Hertford Road will 
include the opening up 
of a parcel of land on 
the corner of Painters 
Lane and the Hertford 
Road and improvements to 
Holmesdale Tunnel Gateway. 
These two sites are 
linked by their proximity 
and their strategic 
importance in defining 
this area of Enfield. When 
travelling along the 
A1010 as you enter Enfield 
from Hertfordshire you 
pass over the Holmesdale 
tunnel and the M25 below. 
Despite being one of the 
major gateways to Enfield 
it is an anonymous and 
uninspired site dominated 
by a tall brick wall which 
belies the green space of 
Holmesdale Park behind it. 
The Painters Lane space 
is a large area of green 
and wooded space which is 
largely unknown to most 
people as it has been 
closed to the public for 
many years and is currently 
surrounded by imposing 
fencing.

Filming in the Growing Room 



Haring Woods Associate was 
appointed by London Borough 
of Enfield to manage a 
dynamic model of creative 
consultation known as 
Perception AREA, which was 
led by Artist Karen Lois 
Whiteread. This process 
has revealed how local 
people feel about these two 
spaces as well as the local 
environment and given the 
community a framework where 
they can vision how they 
would like these two spaces 
to be developed and how 
they will use them. 

Filming in the hairdressers

This film will be used 
to support officers and 
council members in making 
decisions about how to 
proceed with improvements 
to the Painters Lane 
and Holmesdale Tunnel 
sites. Transforming these 
unremarkable spaces into 
an impressive gateway to 
Enfield and in turn promote 
sustainability.

Karen Lois Whiteread with students 
from Aylands School



karen  
lois whiteread
Karen has worked on 
numerous film and 
photographic projects 
with a number of diverse 
communities all over the 
country. Her work explores 
issues around identity, 
rights of passage, 
collective and individual 
memory, growth and decay. 
Her work has been exhibited 
at the Chocolate Factory 
Gallery, at the Camberwell 
Community Arts Festival, 
the South London Gallery 
and SE5. Karen is currently 
working for a MA in Digital 
Media at the University of 
Brighton. 

Karen developed the concept 
of the ‘Growing Room’ based 
on the idea of a potting 
shed the ‘Growing Room’ is 
a space which, like a shed, 
was a place to seed ideas 
and watch them grow. The 
Growing Room was actually 
a container unit which 
was ‘dropped’ in to the 
Painters Lane space, with 
the door opening directly 
onto the pavement of the 
Hertford Road. 

the participants
Karen spent three months 
in the growing room and 
approached over 1100 people 
outside the container, 
she invited them into the 
‘Growing Room’ to talk 
about what they thought 
should be happening on 
the Hertford Road. Of the 
1100 people approached 166 
agreed to be interviewed on 
film, Karen used images and 
maps of the area as well 
as some standard questions 
to facilitate and animate 
her conversations. The key 
themes that emerged were:

Holmesdale Tunnel
To take down the wall
Make the gateway a feature
More signage

Painters Lane
Keep it natural
Make it safe
Clean it up
Keep the trees

Left Karen filming in the Growing 
room. Right Lea Valley High School 
students



the schools
Karen also developed 
workshops for three 
different school and ages 
of children in the area, 
Aylands School, Chesterfield 
Primary School and Lee 
Valley High School. 

Aylands School
Aylands is a Special school 
for children who have 
Emotional or Behavioural 
Difficulties. Founded in 
1969 the school serves 
the whole community of 
Enfield and is committed 
to achieving co-operation 
and the building of 
partnerships between 
students, staff, parents, 
the local community. Karen 
worked with a small group 
of students and taught them 
how to operate film and 
video equipment. She gave 
them the opportunity to 
interview each other and 
discuss the potential for 
the Greening of Enfield and 
the Holmesdale Tunnel and 
Painters Lane sites.

Students from Aylands School

Chesterfield School
Chesterfield School is a 
school for primary aged 
children, which has strong 
links to the community. 
Karen created a workshop 
experience for the pupils 
using ‘growing heads’. 
The children made soil 
heads with grass hair and 
jelly lips, which were 
animated to speak using 
the children’s voices, the 
conversations the heads 
had, were pre-scripted by 
the children and focussed 
on parks and play.

Growing heads made by children from 
Chesterfield School

 



Lea Valley High School
Lea Valley is a specialist 
Sports College and aims to 
be a centre of excellence 
for education in every 
sense. It is the fist 
school in the UK to run 
classes based on ability 
rather than age. School 
representatives students 
from Lea Valley High 
School visited Karen at 
the Growing Room. Karen 
explored with the pupils 
how an artist approaches a 
consultation project such 
as this one and they learnt 
the value of a creative 
model of consultation. The 
students were also taught 
interview techniques and 
how to use film equipment.

Lea Valley High School student in 
and out of the Growing Room 

the website
There have been 
approximately 1200 ‘hits’ 
on the Growing Room website 
(and this number is still 
growing). Online surveys 
for both adults and 
children were accessible 
online, 21 adults and 16 
young people completed 
these surveys. 

The website address is
www.growingroom.co.uk



the dvd
Karen viewed and edited 
over 28 hours of film 
footage and edited this 
footage into a 30 minute 
film. The film represents 
the people who live, work 
and study in Enfield and 
their ideas and aspirations 
for the Holmesdale Tunnel 
and Painters Lane sites. 
The film and the related 
statistical data will be 
shown to local council 
members to support officers 
in their approach to 
improving these two sites. 

thanks
With thanks to all the 
people who took part 
in the consultation in 
the Growing Room on the 
Hertford Road. Fitzpatrick 
for supplying the growing 
room container, Gristwood & 
Toms Arboricultural company 
and Herts and Middlesex 
Wildlife Trust. 

The pupils and staff from 
Aylands School, Chesterfield 
Primary School and Lee 
Valley High School.

Local businesses in Waltham 
cross, particularly the 
staff and customers of 
Tartz Designer Clothing and 
Altered Image hairdressers. 

The London Borough of 
Enfield highways and parks 
department, Art Start and 
Haring Woods Associates.
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